Join us...

Ever fancied ‘strutting your stuff’ on stage or being one of those unsung heroes
who help make and dress wonderful theatrical sets? Well.... The Wychwood
Players always have a warm welcome waiting for new members. Since our first
production on the Beaconsfield stage we have regularly presented two or three
productions annually to a loyal and ever-growing audience. Many of our members
have been with us from the outset, although some of us are now getting a little
long in the tooth! Never-the-less, we continue because of the warm friendship
within the group and the satisfaction we derive from being part of creative team
who thrive on the pleasure of creating something which gives entertainment to so
many people

So, if you fancy dipping your toe into the theatrical pond and joining our happy
band, go to our Facebook page or website and send us your details. We'll contact
you and make sure you are kept abreast of all our activities. Don’t be shy! Take
the plunge.
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Wychwood Players’ Past Productions (past 10 years)

2018 Blackadder; Deathtrap

2017 Peter Panto; The Vicar of Dibley

2016 Wuthering Heights; Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime

2015 Dangerous Corner; Confusions

2014 Bedroom Farce; The Three Musketeers

2013 The Hound of the Baskervilles; Allo Allo

2012 Meat & Two Veg/Donahue Sisters; Table Manners; Toad of Toad Hall
2011 Blithe Spirit; Time of my Life; Snow White

2010 Men of the World; Flint Street Nativity

2009 Heroes; Humble Boy; Babes in the Wychwoods
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A SMALL AFFAIR

by Bob Larbey

The first play is ‘A Small Affair’ - a comedy by Bob Larbey which is set in TV's
Broadcasting House.

Director Guy’s TV rehearsal is shunted into a small room with a mock up set and
he is beset with problems. The cast come to loggerheads but after a ‘calming’
break return to find their space double-booked by would-be contestants in an
idiotic panel show. Regular interruptions from members of staff and his cast of
eccentric actors add to the comic mayhem of the rehearsal.

Cast

Guy Green................Ralph Wears
Judy.........ceoeuuueuo.....Rachel Read

Tetny s Phillip Croxson
Ellen.......................Hazel Hughes
Janet.....cvieienne, Karolina Weir

Mona...........c.........ROS€ Hartley

Harry (Maintenance).........cccceccccevvneneeennnnn John Witts
Ada (Cleaner).....ocvcireneereceenennen. Elizabeth-Rae Large
Harriet (Journalist).......cccoovviesiiinnnen Jill Mavin

Ron (Security).....cccomeveureenrcecicrirennne.... Stephen Wood

SRR ianessa Hartley
Caroline......covvvveernresreennnnnnn. Kirsty Plant
MES HOUBE s Sue Mellerick

MES PIatt o nsaaamsmiemonn Janice Collins

Mrs Webb......ccoevererinnrene.. Elizabeth-Rae Large

Sammy (Administrative assistant)........Richard J Hartley
Head of DEaMIE. .o Mark Jessey

]
EE N NN IS NI NN NS EENEE NN NS NN ENEEEEEEER ESEEEEEEEEERE FEREENSEEEEEEEmEN EEEEEd

: by Gillian Plowman :
The second play is ‘Another Fine Mess’ by Gillian Plowman.
Double act Stephen and Phil are having a last minute rehearsal as Laurel and
:  Hardy in the back room of an old pub. Meg, Stephen’s girlfriend, is there
:  supporting them. The close friendships between the three are strained to the =
+ limits by a revelation from Phil which tests their relationships to breaking
point.
:  The problems link with favourite Laurel and Hardy scenes enacted by the
: characters and these throw light on the charming innocence of Laurel and
+ Hardy and the hard reality of the real lives of Stephen, Phil and Meg.
This play shows how friendships can be broken by just one word—but true
: love and friendship always wins.
: Cast :
© Wy Vanessa Hartley
2 SUBDHE N G srermi Richard J Hartley :
£ Philloiscauimiiasumsa: Mark Jessey .
S MUSICereerrereene Stephen Wood & Anthony :
: Gofton :
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Production Crew

IRREROT i isssmssssiamsmmusvsmssnssaissvvivikiss Mandyrae Jessey
Set Design/construction............ Richard S Hartley, Ben Curren &
Mandyrae Jessey

Stage Manager..........cceesisiurenneenennn.Richard S Hartley

Stage Crew......ceveverevnnennenn. GWilym Hughes and Sally Lewis

PrORS: iviiioncinmsiusiininmisinsing Mandyrae Jessey
L IR i eimim o bisesrasramsrmssasanssnimrmans dashe Tony Mellerick
STE1 T SO SRR SRR Anthony Gofton
COBLUMISE i siisinsiinsionss Rose Hartley, Mandyrae Jessey & Cast
BROMEE s s s b i s Sally Lewis
Front of House.........cecoen....... Rose Hartley, Dudley Thompson,

Mandyrae Jessey & members of the -

Wychwood Players
T s e members of the Wychwood Players
] 1 o1 T B N Edward Large/Excel Printing

BOX OINCE i tenisissiassammesmnmmssras Sally Elderfield & Sharon Light
20 e e SR SO A L Ralph Wears

Poster/programme COVer.........c.ccoeeevsiusnnne. Rachel Read
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Programme....ccccive et e Kirsty Plant

Hair & Make-up.........cc..ccccsueceunneee...Mandyrae Jessey & Cast
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Programme sellers........ccccceeeeunnne BODS & Wychwood Saplings :
Photography......ccceeeee e veeseceerenines David Trollope
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Messages from the Cast

Jill Mavin (Harriet)

This is my stage debut if you don’t count 1066 and all That when I
was 11. I enjoy rehearsals, watching others struggle with their (ines
and realising it’s not just me and learning a bit about technique too.
Everyone is very friendly and encouraging- it’s like being part of a
big family without the squabbles!

Janice Collins (Mrs Platt)

After yearning to do Amateur Dramatics since leaving school but
without the opportunity, this is my first play. It's a challenge learn-
ing lines and the people at work think I've lost the plot (no pun in-
tended) wandering around talking to myself. I'm loving the atmos-
phere at rehearsals - its a great way to relax with really friendly peo-
ple, have fun and exercise your body and brain!

Hazel Hughs (Ellen)

We moved here last year. We are really enjoying exploring this beau-
tiful area with lots of great walking (and tea shops)! Then we discov-
ered Wychwood Players too! Everyone fias been so welcoming and
friendly so it’s been a great pleasure to take part in this production
and rehearsals have been (ots of fun.

Richard Hartley (Stephen)

I'm in'my 13th season with the Wychwood Players, most recently well
praised as George in Blackadder. In my second successive challenge
playing a well known and loved, yet contrasting, comedy great I
have relished the challenge of dancing and singing on stage for the
first time. Rehearsals have certainly been fun and often distracted by
getting carried away watching endless Laurel and Hardy originals—
all in the name of research of course!!

Mark Jessey (Phil)

It's always somewhat tricky to play the part of a real person or a
well known character. Mannerisms can be copied relatively easily
but the voice is always the difficult bit. I am not a mimic and getting

the voice to a believable standard has been hard work. It has required

much research, well, watching endless videos on You-tube! How we
suffer for our art.

Directors Notes

Having started the year planning a show for November 2019 I found

myself saying “yes’ to doing the spring one instead...finding a play is a
massive task for a director and not knowing who you may have to

S cast it is very difficult and I didn’t have much time. After not being
i able to cast five plays I chose I suddenty found Bob Larbys ‘A small

affair’ but it had a large cast and was only a one act! So I started to

: search for another one act with a similar theme of refiearsals ....Gillian

Plowman’s ‘Another fine mess’ fitted the bill and after a while I could

« cast both shows! Phew!ll!

A simple set that complemented both acts was needed and Ben and

Richard have built that for me while I had (ots of fun sourcing the
right props and costumes.

i Iwas thrilled to have new faces in the cast as working with new peo-
s ple is a (ot of fun and I hope they have enjoyed it as much as I have,
= but also the comfort of working with long standing Players brings a
s great family feeling to a cast as well and strangely a calimness to re-

hearsals. Rehearsals have been wonderful, hard work and emotional
but it’s been an absolute pleasure working with you all; thank you for

: making these plays brilliant.
Act one is farcical and funny but much of it is true to life ( from my

experience) and this type of comedy is extremely hard to do for the

* actors, the timing, movement and [(ines don’t make it easy to learn or

: act out creating laughter and (ate nights in rehearsals but a (ot of fun.
: Act two is different, the cast had to learn to dance, one had to learn to
: sing and the unique lines from our much loved Laurel and Hardy had

to be perfected. This play has some of the deepest emotion the Players

: fhave ever produced and a huge credit to the cast for the professional-

ism in bringing it to the audience. The cast from both plays have

:  brought my imagination to life.

: I'm always excited to direct and have once again enjoyed working
: With the cast, crew, tech and FOI for this spring production. Thank

you everyone and we really hope you our audience enjoy an evening

. of comedy and tragedy!
: But with happy endings of course!

1 Mandyrae Jessey
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