had a great view of the flypast. We
eventually met up with Andrew and
Sophie in the midst of 500,000 people.
We then enjoyed an excellent lunch at the
Wolseley in Piccadilly - Fiona Bruce,
now in more relaxed dress, was just a few
tables away. What an amazing and
unforgettable experience! London looked
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fantastic and we met people young and

- old from all over the world. They were all

happy and excited. We arrived home late
that evening still on a high and able to
join friends dancing to Ragged Edge in
the Shaven Crown.

What more could you want?

Peter and Anne Hilling

Review of Blithe Spirit

The Wychwood
Players put on a
splendid production
of Noel Coward’s
improbable farce,
written in six days
_in 1941, when he
thought the country
needed cheering up.
Coward, himself,
took the lead role in
the original production, but I am sure he
was no better than our own outstanding
leading man, Mark Jessey. Mark’s
portrayal of Charles Condomine was one
of his best performances ever, and a very
demanding role it was too!

Superb Performances

Condomine makes the decision to invite
Madame Arcati to dinner and a
postprandial séance, as an apparently
impromptu experiment from which he
thinks he will get some new information
for the book he is writing. He gets rather
more than he expected! Amanda
Keighley’s rendition of the madcap
Madame Arcati was very, very
entertaining. To her surprise, Madame
Arcati manages to bring back from the
dead Condomine’s first wife Elvira,
played admirably by Clare Brown. The
frustrated second wife Ruth, cannot sce
Elvira, and the scene in which Elvira,
Ruth and Charles are all on stage at the
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same time, 1S one
of the most
demanding in the
play which was
beautifully directed
by Philip Brown.
Joanna McKerlie’s
performance as
Ruth, ran the gamut
of all the emotions
and displayed
Coward’s feelings about women - no
wonder he was a homosexual! Jo dida
great job, and gave the character a huge
range of intensity. The supporting cast
including Rose and Rachel Hartley and
Philip Croxson did an admirable job and
contributed to the whole production being
very enjoyable.

Better than the West End

As always, the set, props, costumes and
special effects were spot on, and we all
feel so privileged to have such a high
level of professionalism in all the
performances by the Wychwood Players.
It is especially significant that this play
was revived in the West End at the same
time as our own amateurs were putting it
on in the New Beaconsfield Hall.

The professionals in the West End were
panned. The audience should have come
to see our magnificent production instead!

Peggy Walmsley



