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Director’s Notes

Id like to think that the choice of ‘Confusions’ to mark the anniversary of the
foundation of the Stephen Joseph Theatre in the round, and its long
association with the Playwright, Alan Ayckbourn, was made out of fondness
for the gem that is these five interlinked plays. The Wychwood Players are
now giving their own affectionate nod to this hugely successful writer.
Ayckbourn has long been a favourite with amateur drama societies for one
very good reason - it is deceptively challenging stuff but great fun to perform
and watch.

In ‘Confusions’ we have all that you would expect from his writing with the
theme of failed communication throughout and characters or even
caricatures that we know only too well. Witness frazzled motherhood out of
touch with reality; an inept seduction attempt; a disastrous dining
experience heard through a waiter’s ears and a chaotic village fete. Then
wind down with a brief insight into lives of individuals drawn to park benches
just to find an audience...in this case us!

This is the first time that | have directed a Wychwood Player’s production
and | have been reminded that there are many delightful aspects to the
‘job’. Along with a bit more responsibility you have the nerve-racking
experience of bringing something to life only to then have to let it go just
before curtain up on the first night. You may see me in the audience - I'll be
the one at the back looking a tad anxious and a bit lost! Every Director
knows that feeling!

None of the fun of doing all this would be possible without the array of
willing volunteers who master a myriad of tasks just to get the show on the
road. My grateful thanks goes out to each and every one of them. Casting is
only occasionally a problem, although we are always looking for new talent
from all age groups. Like most societies, we also struggle with finding
practical people who would like to get involved with creating sets and/or
helping out back stage. If you know someane who fits that bill do ask them
to get in touch. New members are made most welcome — | can vouch for
that myself!

Julie Downing

0

Directed by Julie Downing

Cast
Mother

Figure

Drinking
Companion

Between
Mouthfuls

Gosforth’s
Fete

A Talkin
Park

The action takes place in a living room, a bar, a restaurant, a marquee and a

Lucy
Rosemary
Terry

Harry
Paula
Bernice
Waiter

Waiter

Martin

Polly

Donald Pearce
Emma Pearce

Mrs Pearce
Milly
Gosforth
Vicar
Stewart

Arthur
Beryl
Charles
Doreen
Ernest

park, all set in the 1970s
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Rachel Read
Amanda Keighley
Ralph Wears

Aram Gregory
Jill Reynolds
Caroline Trevers
Will Young

Will Young
Richard Dreyer
Rachel Hartley
Phillip Croxon
Rose Hartley

Rose Hartley
Caroline Trevers
Mark Jessey
Ralph Wears
Ed Reynolds

Nick O'Keeffe
Rachel Read
Dudley Thompson
Karolina Weir

Ed Reynolds




