The Wychwood Players’ 2015 Autumn Production: Confusions by Alan Ayckbourn

Some 40 years ago when Alan Ayckbourn wrote Confusions he cannot have imagined what
pleasure and laughter it would bring to the Wychwoods in late 2015. The Wychwood
Players production, at the end of November, made clever use of the fact that although
originally intended for 5 people to play, between them, more than 20 different parts, it was
possible to spread the casting over a much wider net and include 16 people in an ever
changing set of circumstances from the exhausted mother who has lost her grasp of adult
conversation, to the failure of a clumsy seduction attempt, witnessed by a waiter, who, still in
the course of his work, is the unwilling eavesdropper on the disintegration of a councillor’s
marriage as he struggles to do his job, said councillor then becomes the guest of honour at a
disastrous fete, the like of which has never been seen in the Wychwoods, to the final scene of
a series of lonely people sitting on park benches forever doomed to haunt their audience
who are made uncomfortably aware of the fragility of the human condition. Iunderstand
that some reparatory companies omit the fifth scene, but the Wychwoods scorned such
cowardice, and indeed the final scene is needed to balance the first four.

As usual the Players made clever use of minimal scenery, and achieved good changes
between the five scenes which stretched through a living room, a hotel bar, the hotel
restaurant, the local Garden Fete and finally a series of park benches - as the play was
written in the 1970s (often known as the decade that taste forgot) this era was maintained
in the setting, to the credit of the backstage workers, and the costumes, supplied by all the
cast. Congratulations are due to Julie Downing at her first attempt at directing a Wychwood
Player’s production - I'm quite sure it will not be her last.

Worthy of particular mention amongst the cast is Will Young, the waiter unwillingly first
observing and then almost forced to be part of other people’s lives whilst desperately trying
to maintain his required detachment. All the cast are to be congratulated on maintaining the
pace throughout.

The Wychwood Players next production - Wuthering Heights -is planned for 28th to 30th
April, 2016. Be sure to make a diary note.

Catherine Hitchens



