Coming Soon!
Friday 25" June 2010

To celebrate the 50™ Anniversary of Milton Village Hall, the Wychwood
Players’ will perform:

‘Listen to This’ — A Selection of Short Plays
By Michael Frayn

7.30pm
Milton Village Hall

Tickets - £10 to include supper provided by the Wi
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Thursday 26", Friday 27" and Saturday 28" November
‘Flint Street Nativity’
By Tim Firth
For further information on the Wychwood Players’ past, present and

future productions please visit:

www.wychwoodplayers.com

May 20,21,22 - 7.30 pm New Beaconsfield Hall
Shipton-under-Wychwood

Donation to Katherine House Hospice
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Men of the World

Cast
Frank

Stick
Larry

Production Credits

Director

Set design and construction
Set construction crew
Larades sign construction

Stage manager
Prompt

Lighting and Music

Costumes and props

Publicity
Photography, posters and tickets
Programmes

Front of house co-ordinator
Front of house and bar
Box Office
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by John Godber

Joanna McKerlie
Mark lessey
Dudley Thompson

Emily Lewis

David Trollope

Ed Reynolds

Charles & Amanda Keighley

Ed Reynolds
Rachel Hartley

Frank O'Neill

The Cast
Pat Bannister
Members of the Wychwood Players’

Emily Lewis
David Trollope
Kate Young

Rose Hartley
Members of the Wychwood Players’
Beryl and Geoff Collins

“Men of the World” is a play in two acts. There will be a 20 minute
interval following Act One.
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1929 - 2010



EILEEN MAY JESSEY
1929 - 2010

One of the founder members of The Wychwood Players and a leading
light in the WI Pantomimes.

Eileen was born on 16t AUGUST 1929 in Barry, South Wales. As she
grew up she did well at school and went on to Cardiff University which
she loved, here she studied history and literature and achieved her
degree.

Eileen had always been passionate about the arts, theatre and acting
and they were top of her happy times list. She was a strong member of
Barry’s Church drama group and was given the part of the maid in a
1904 play called ‘THE BISHOPS CANDLESTICKS’, and her boyfriend at
the time was given the part of the Bishop, but during the rehearsals
Eileen met and fell helplessly in love with Peter, who was building the
set for the show, and they were married on May 31t 1952 thus starting
their own script of life.

Eileen and Peter were always involved with amateur productions
wherever they lived and they loved to travel to see shows and con-
certs. Eileen’s knowledge of plays and shows and her understanding
and amazing book reading ability was second to none, any play that
was mentioned she would know about, she would have read the
reviews and would be able to give you a synopsis straight away filled
with all the passion that she felt for the show, but she wasn’t afraid of
criticising it either!

Eileen was a primary school teacher and really enjoyed it, Mark was in
her class and often shown no mercy, due to the fact she didn’t want
to show favouritism. She created and wrote shows and pantomimes for
the children in her class and one year Mark played God and had to
stand in the pulpit, this little children’s show was such a success that
it went on tour.... to the next village!

In 1987 Eileen and Peter chose the, so they thought, sleepy and
picturesque Shipton under Wychwood to retire and rest in after
their hectic lives teaching, but soon found themselves caught up
in the amazing and varied community of groups and going ons.
The church and the WI, societies, parties and coffee mornings,
and various groups and committees, but Eileen’s main love was
for being part of the WI pantos, along with other WI members and
roping in the husbands every time to act and help out. Peter took
over the scene building and even today we use some items he
built for the sets, he also took his turn in being the stage manager
many times.

The shows were known for miles around and Eileen played
Queens, Kings, belly dancers and a lady mayoress to name just a
few over the years with the WI, and continued with the Wych-
wood Players in most of the productions up to about 18 months
ago, giving each character is own unique, exciting and command-
ing quality that only she could. If you visit
www.wychwoodplayers.com and look at the past productions and
click onto the programmes you will see all the wonderful fun pho-
tos and names of the early years of the Players and the WI before
them, you will also see Eileen in some of her leading roles!!




Eileen’s love of theatre helped to create these very successful Wi
pantos and then help to establish the also successful Wychwood
Players as she was one of its founder members. The first players
meeting was held at Box Cottage with the minutes written by her,
Eileen also came up with the name Wychwood Players.

She was part of the player’s right up till she died, discussing the
future productions with Mark and me whilst in Katharine House
and it was one of the last conversations we had.

Eileen even came to see her last ever show back on dress rehears-
al day in November 2009 and though it was a massive struggle for
her she thoroughly enjoyed it and talked about the scenes and
songs and characters for many weeks after.

Eileen was in Katharine House for nearly six weeks and was mostly
in the garden room until her final week. Her views from the large
windows were of the budding spring garden and bird tables
outside and she watched the wildlife preparing for spring. The
birds eating madly, the pheasant checking out the competition,
the fattest pigeon you have ever seen strutting his stuff and a
young stoat playing on the windowsills. She was so happy and
content to be there.

We therefore hope you enjoy the show tonight as Eileen would
have done and we honour her memory with this show and thank
her for her commitment and legacy to the WYCHWOOD PLAYERS.

Synopsis

A funny and observant play about a gaggle of eccentric characters going on
a coach trip to Heidelberg — not quite the world but it’s out of the UK! The
three northern coach drivers, one of whom is a woman — don't ask —
narrate and act out the coach trippers with great effect using the simplest
of props.

Director’s Notes

John Godber is a son of an ex-miner and lives in Upton, West Yorkshire. He
is a prolific playwright and his work is considered to be some of the most
widely performed in the UK. Among his many talents is his flair for
observational comedy, of which the play "Men of the World" is a great
example. Itis a dry comedy, with touching moments that often take you by
surprise (especially with the Yorkshire accent!). It also proves that the
observation of other people’s idiosyncrasies can really make you think
about your own!

The small cast of three have done a superb job in making this play look easy
to perform. However, most of us recognise that with only three in the cast,
the reality of acting in the play is an even more challenging one! | take my
hat off to the cast for the dedication and enthusiasm they have brought to
the production.

T'he past couple of months have been particularly difficult. The cancellation
of the expected March performance was tough for everyone involved in the
play BUT everything is back on track for the Wychwood Players’ and the

fruits of all the hard work will now be apparent. 1 do hope you enjoy the
play as much as | have enjoyed directing the wonderful cast in all their
characters.

And finally, as Larry says himself - you can never have enough Mariol!
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