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Theatre Review

Wychwood Players’ Supper Evening

We are blessed
to have willing
and talented
people making
up the
Wychwood
Players, and
entertaining us
regularly with
their
performances.
The supper
evening on
15", 16™ and

. 17" March
was no exception to that rule.

More Meat with the Veg Please

Two one-act plays were presented, the
first was Meat and Two Veg by Paul
Beard. Although Beard has written a
number of plays, this was not one of his
best vehicles for the outstanding talents of
Joanna McKerlie, Mark Jessey and Phillip
Croxson. There were some funny
moments but the play itself was not very
exciting or even thought-provoking.
Endless discussion about the colour,
texture and length of a broad bean left all
but the keenest gardeners in the audience
wishing for a bit more meat with the veg,
despite the best efforts of all three
performers. Five stars to the actors and
the director, three to the author and script.

The Donahue Sisters

This second play by Geraldine Aron
followed the excellent pudding made by
Rose Hartley. This is a dark story in
which the three Irish sisters, played by
Kim Bradley, Anne Hilling, and Kate
Lister, gather together at their childhood
home because of their father’s serious
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illness. The
play is set in the
| attic room in
which the
sisters used to
play when they
were children.

Macabre
They re-enact a
day in their
lives in which
they lured a
young teenage
boy into their
attic room, taunted him and then killed
him. This savage event, for which they
were never even suspected, propels them
into a lust for murder, which they intend
to commit on their unsatisfactory male
partners.

The performances were excellent,
although the story was sufficiently
macabre to cause the director to dim the
lights and cleanse the message a bit too
much. Some in the audience were
bemused at the end of the play; others
were totally confused.

There for the Ayckbourn!

The Supper Evening was entertaining, and
an interesting departure from the day’s
activities. All the performances,
costumes, sets and backstage support
were at the highest possible professional
level.

The Wychwood Players provide a very
important amenity in this thriving
community - one that we appreciate and
cherish.

We’ll all be there for the Ayckbourn!
Trudy Yates and Peggy Walmsley
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