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The Setting

It is 1942. At the Falcon Hotel, Milchester on the Lincolnshire coast, Teddy an RAF
bomber pilot celebrates a reunion with his actress wife Patricia.

Act 1 Saturday, about 6pm
Act 2 Scene 1 About three hours later

Interval — Bar open for refreshments

Act 2 Scene 2 Sunday, about 5.30am

Act 3 Sunday, about noon

The Cast

Countess Skriczevinsky (Doris) Joanna McKerlie
Peter Kyle Aram Gregory
Mrs Oakes Vikki Days
Sergeant Miller (Dusty) William Gofton
Percy John McCormick
Flying Officer Count Skriczevinsky Ralph Wears
Flight Lieutenant Graham (Teddy) Andy Belchambers
Patricia Warren (Mrs Graham) Vanessa Hartley
Mrs Miller (Maudie) Alice Spiers
Squadron Leader Swanson (Gloria) Phillip Croxson

Corporal Jones (Wiggy) Simon Johnson



Director’s Notes

My first close encounter with Rattigan was over 10
years ago when | played Miss Cooper in a local
production of Separate Tables. | was intrigued by
the depth of the characters beneath their outward
veneer. So, when | was asked to direct for
Wychwood Players again, | turned to Rattigan for a
drama loaded with complex emotion.

Terence Rattigan is renowned as the master of understated British reserve. He writes
about hidden feelings and creates characters unable to fully express themselves. But
it would be a mistake to dismiss his work as in any way emotionally limiting. The real
skill of Rattigan is that he writes so very economically but reveals so much. And in
Flare Path, it is frequently his subtext which enables us to interpret and demonstrate
the feelings of the characters. For example, stage directions tell us that in distress
Doris listens, blows her nose and turns abruptly; Dusty under orders, leaves quickly
but blows a kiss. It is also astonishing that the central character is provided with so
few words to express herself. And yet Rattigan movingly portrays her growing anguish
and the dilemma between love and responsibility.

The RAF setting in 1942 is a compelling context for this drama. We know that Rattigan
was himself a tail gunner in the Second World War and that this story is based on his
own experiences. He writes with authenticity and honesty about people at war and
the very different ways in which these characters face their fears— with acceptance
and duty, anger and determination, drudgery, camaraderie, humour, alcohol and high
jinks - but above all with great courage. A snatched whirlwind romance, seemingly
bizarre and reckless, becomes understandable in the face of daily combat, grief and
loss. We considered how we might behave ourselves and we all paused to reflect on
the service of RAF personnel.

In our own contemporary production, we have used the flare path and shadows on
stage to represent the constant threat of war piercing daily life. The experiences of
the aircrew and the people who waited for them, has touched us all. We have
reflected on the painful tangle of love and loyalty and empathise with Patricia as we
try to understand her final decision.

Hazel Hughes



The Company

Vanessa Hartley

Andy Belchambers

Aram Gregory

This is my 2nd serious production with Wychwood
Players — my debut performance was in Another Fine
Mess, in which | also performed at the Henley
Festival. Flare Path has provided a wonderful
connection to my late grandfather who flew
Wellingtons in the war.

Most commonly seen? —in a pair of wellies or
clinging to the back of a horse!

Until recently | was more at home on a rugby pitch
than the stage - but to my surprise | have discovered
that | am smitten by the play and the Players. | am
hooked!

Teddy is a very interesting character to play — full of
contradictions. In rehearsals, we talked about his
chances of survival —and recognised they were slim.

Aram has a post graduate degree in drama and is a
seasoned performer. He has played some classic
roles in Shakespeare, Sheridan and Pinter. After
moving to the Cotswolds, he has enjoyed being
involved with Wychwood Players. His roles include a
murderer and a crook —so it’s a relief to be on the
right side of the law this time!



Alice Spiers

Vikki Days

John McCormick

Phillip Croxson

A keen performer and attention seeker, | graduated
from Falmouth University with a degree in Theatre.
While comedy and devised performance are my go
to, it has been a great challenge taking on something
different in the lovely Maudie.

My previous notable projects have been Jez
Butterworth’s Mojo and Surviving Desire.

When I'm not showing off on stage, I’'m busy training
for a marathon. Please, ask me about it!

| am an avid theatre goer, | love the agreement
between audience and actors to suspend belief for a
short time. I've been an audience member at many
Wychwood Players productions and am delighted to
now be part of the cast. Mrs Oakes is a great
character to play, she takes no prisoners!

I've been bouncing around quite a few amateur
theatre groups in Oz and UK for decades. I've done
roles ranging from Stephano in The Tempest to a
dead body in an Agatha Christie. In fact | think I've
been killed 11 times in my career! I’'m hoping to
avoid an even dozen whilst doing Percy in this
excellent Wychwood Players production.

My favourite previous role was "The Crock" in
Rattigan's poignant play The Browning Version, and
I’'m delighted to be appearing as the Squadron
Leader in another classic by this author. I've been
practising my best 1940s Received Pronunciation!
When not performing, | can be found pootling
around classic car shows or guiding visitors at
Chastleton House as a National Trust volunteer.



William Gofton

Joanna Mckerlie

Ralph Wears

Simon Johnson

| have been a member of the Wychwood Players for
a little over two years, first appearing in A
Midsummer Night's Dream in 2021. It has been a
pleasure and a privilege to play Sergeant Dusty
Miller in the Players' latest production. As well as
the Players, I've been enthusiastically acting since
age 9, and have performed at the Chipping Norton
Theatre, the Dell in Stratford and have passed

two LAMDA acting grades.

Acting is my passion - whether on stage, film or
online! Doris is a marvellous role to play and one of
my favourite characters to date. I'm delighted to
have the chance to bring her to life on stage.
Performed with the WP since 2008 as well as
occasional professional work - and a member of
Spotlight.

After trying to master Canadian, American and
German accents for past productions, it’s time to hop
over the border to Poland to play the Count. If there
are any Polish speakers in the audience | crave your
forgiveness. My own interests include recording
audio drama with the Springline Radio Players and
being a supporting Artist (Extra) on TV and films.

This is my second outing with Wychwood Players. I'm
delighted to have a role where I'm able to spend the
whole of Flare Path in the bar!

Long, long ago | was conscripted by my Headmaster
for a part in another Terence Rattigan play. My very
first acting role as ‘Master Ronnie’ in The Winslow
Boy at the tender age of twelve.



Thank you

We are grateful for the loan of a flying jacket belonging to former Flight Lieutenant
Richard Hartley who was a Wellington pilot during the Second World War. He also
became a member of “The Goldfish Club”; an exclusive society for air sea crash
survivors! William Gofton, as Flt Sgt Dusty Miller tells us it feels very special for him to
wear the jacket for this production.

Many thanks to RAF Brize Norton for their best wishes and to the Wellington Aviation
Museum, Moreton-in-Marsh for their support.

Dudley Thompson

We remember our dear friend Dudley Thompson
who passed away on 18th October after a long
battle with cancer. Dudley joined the Wychwood
Players 25 years ago, shortly after formation of the
group, and first appeared on stage in Lady Audley’s
Secret. With his boundless enthusiasm, love for
and knowledge of the theatre, he has been
instrumental in creating the thriving group that
exists today.

His talents as an actor, director and administrator saw him serve as our Chairman for
15 years until he finally stood down in 2020. His performances in Heroes and Men of
the World were particularly memorable, but it is perhaps as a director of outstanding
ability that he will best be remembered. As recently as June 2023, despite increasing
debilitating iliness, Dudley directed two One Act Plays, including the world premiere
of Women Only which was attended by the author, David Tristram.

www.wychwoodplayers.com

Check out our social media links at
https://cosoc.com/wychwoodplayers
Or just scan the QR Code
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