Wychwood Players has staged productions every year since it began in 1997.
We are always looking for new members and everyone is very welcome. If
you would like to take part on stage or back stage then do come and join us.
We hold monthly play readings just for fun, as well as rehearsals for our next
performance. We also hold social events and an annual summer party.
Look out for our next panto production in January.
Contact Chair: Phillip Croxson http://www.wychwoodplayers.com
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A Small Affair / Another Fine Mess; Laburnum Grove
Deathtrap; Blackadder
Vicar of Dibley; Peter Panto
Wuthering Heights; Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime
Dangerous Corner; Confusions
Bedroom Farce; The Three Musketeers
The Hound of the Baskervilles; Allo Allo
Table Manners; Toad of Toad Hall
Blithe Spirit; Time of My Life
Men of the World; Flint Street Nativity
Heroes; Humble Boy; Babes in the Wychwoods
Mixed Doubles; Sandcastles
An Inspector Calls; Visiting Hour; Treasure Island
The Browning Version / A Respectable Funeral; Last of the Red Hot Lovers;
Frankenstein
Neville’s Island; Veronica’s Room; The Pied Piper
Hay Fever; Swan Song / Flood Warning
Oh What A Lovely War; Relatively Speaking; Sleeping Beauty
Ten Times Table; Cup Final / Chinamen
The Winslow Boy; California Suite; Dick Whittington & his Puss in Boots
Outside Edge; It Could Be Any One of Us; Aladdin
Ask a Silly Question / The Real Inspector Hound; Hobson’s Choice;
Jack & the Millennium Beanstalk
Cinderella; The Devil’s Disciple; Lady Audley’s Secret / A Fishy Business; Robinson
Crusoe Oh!
Confusions; Rumplepunzel

By William Shakespeare

Directed by Mandyrae Jessey
17-18th September 2021

Director’s Notes

The Wychwood Saplings

‘My favourite’ I hear time after time….why is this I ask
myself? Well, I think it’s because we feel comfortable with
this Shakespeare play, we know it’s funny, loving, full of
wonder with intriguing characters!
Having directed this show in different formats twice before
and been in it I have wanted to bring it alive with the
Wychwood Players for a very long time, so in a completely
different way ‘due to Covid’ it has been a perfect
opportunity to do so, I’m delighted to be able to bring so
many local groups and new members together and make the
show fully inclusive.
My idea in direction is that the four young lovers become cameos in modern day
life during most of the show only slipping into the Shakespearean characters at the
beginning and end, but there are little moments of fun where some of our other
Shakespearean cast members pop into the modern world which gives the show a
little added and unusual humour.
The rehearsals as usual have been so much fun and once again it has been my
absolute pleasure in being allowed to direct all these wonderful actors and the
commitment they bring is second to none.
A big thank you to Rose Hartley and Sue Mellerick for helping me make all the
costumes, they have created everything we wanted. Thank you to Elizabeth-Rae
Large for her support and hard work with the dance school, sound and rehearsals.
To everyone; FOH and crew, publicity, posters/programmes for all the hard work
that goes on behind the scenes, and Janice Collins for taking on the new and first
time ever FOH co-ordinators role for our first ever outdoor production. And last
but definitely not least with enormous thanks for all the help from the committee
and members of the players and a massive special thanks to Richard Hartley who
totally believed in the concept and vision from day one, without him and his
unconditional help this show wouldn’t have happened.

We are a professionally run youth amateur dramatics group for 6-16
year-olds started in 2012 offering children a range of opportunities in
acting, singing, dancing, costumes, make up, set construction/
design, lighting and sound.

We hope you all enjoy the fun and laughter and the whole experience of the Batch
and our way of bringing the community together. Thank you all.
Mandyrae Jessey

This show is dedicated to the memory of David Trollope; a long standing Wychwood Player and friend who brought so much to the group

Mandyrae Jessey wychwoodsaplings@hotmail.com
Or visit our Facebook page “Wychwood Saplings”

Fully inclusive, professionally run drama group for 11-18 year olds.
Learn performance and theatre skills, write scripts, choreography, learn how to
Interview, present shows, creative writing and poetry, stand up comedy, costume
design and make-up, sound and lighting and set design.
Helps with self esteem, confidence and gives young adults a voice!
Mandyrae Jessey wychwoodbods@outlook.com
Or visit our Facebook page ‘The Wychwood BODS!’

Sunrae Inclusive Dance is a local dance school offering
classes to adults and children across West Oxfordshire
and beyond. The school specialises in dance classes for
people with extra needs and those who may find a
conventional dance class more challenging, although
everyone is welcome to join the school.
Sunrae Inclusive Dance offers classes from the age of 3
up and specialises in Wheelchair Dance offering national
level competitions for those who like to take part.
The children you see today have been working very hard on their dances and for
many this will be their first performance.
For more information please contact us via the website:
www.sunraedance.co.uk

From the Cast...
“Full of vexation” was I when I joined the Wychwood
Players this summer with my daughter (and fairy) Keira. I
was asked to play Egeus, the disgruntled father unhappy with
his daughter’s choice for a husband. This would be my first
time on stage and thanks to a welcoming group and a
wonderful director, my vexation was proved unnecessary. I
have enjoyed greatly rehearsing and socialising with this
eclectic and fun group. James Dixon

Alfie joined Wychwood Saplings when he was 7 years old
and then moved up and became part of BODS. He appeared
as Prince Edward in Richard the third in a professional
production for Shakespeare’s Rose theatre, which gave him
the confidence to work with adults in a Shakespeare play.
This will be Alfie’s first show with the players and he is very
excited. Alfie Arnold

It all started several years ago with my eldest son starting
Saplings, fast forward to both sons in Saplings and SunRae
Dance and you find me taking part in my first production with
the Wychwood Players. In a circuitous route through amateur
performance, which started age 4 with being a dancing cloud
in the village pantomime, I am now enjoying the challenge of
Shakespeare with a great group of people who have been very
supportive and welcoming. Fiona Bates

With a history of embarrassing my kids (examples including
some ‘Dad dancing’ in a Saplings performance, and a certain
Milton Fete costume), I was under strict instructions - “not
Bottom” - oops. This will be my third Players performance,
and most challenging part yet. I hope I don’t make an ass of
myself. John Witts

Act 1
Scene 1 - Athens
Scene 2 - Athens...Quince’s Garden
Act 2
Scene 1 - A wood near Athens
Scene 2 - Another part of the wood near Athens
Act 3
Scene 1 - The Wood

Interval
Scene 2 - The Wood
Act 4
Scene 1 - The Woods
Scene 2 - Quince’s Garden
Act 5
Scene 1 - Athens...The Palace

CAST
Theseus…………………………………………..…….…..Richard Hartley
Hippolyta……………………………………….……...………..Sarah Pratt
Hermia……………………………..………….…...….……….Becca Witts
Helena……………………………...……….……….………..…Katie Witts
Lysander……………………….……….……….………….Finnen McNiffe
Demetrius………………………………………….………..William Gofton
Egeus……………………………………….……..…………...James Dixon
Philostrate……………………………...……….…………….Sue Mellerick

PRODUCTION CREW
Director………………………………………..…….……………Mandyrae Jessey
Set design………………………………..………………………..Mandyrae Jessey
Set build…………………………....……...….Members of the Wychwood Players
Music…………………………….…………………………....Elizabeth-Rae Large
Lighting……………...………………………….Richard Hartley, Mandyrae Jessey
Costumes……………..……………Sue Mellerick, Rose Hartley, Mandyrae Jessey
Props………………………………..…………………....Mandyrae Jessey and cast
Rehearsal prompt……………….……………………….……...…....Janice Collins
Publicity…………………………………………………….………….Ralph Wears

Quince……………………………………….….………….Phillip Croxson

Programme & Poster...………………………………...…………….…Kirsty Plant

Bottom……………………….…………………………………..John Witts

Photography…………………………………………….……………..Ray Derkacz

Flute………………………………………………………...Tony Mellerick

Choreography…………………………………………….........Elizabeth-Rae Large

Snug……………………………………………………….…..Chris Nelson

Front of House Co-ordinator…………………………………………Janice Collins

Snout…………………………………………….….……...Anthony Gofton

Catering..……………..………………………………...Hartley’s - Vanessa Hartley

Starveling………………………………...…………….……...Luke Rasdall

Bar………………………...……………..…...Members of The Wychwood Players

Puck…………………………………………………..………..Alfie Arnold

Music...Mendelssohn’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’

Oberon…………………………………………..……….……..Mark Jessey

…Original music by Evie Arnold

Titania…………………………………………….……....…….Fiona Bates
Thanks to Richard and Rachel Hartley for the use of this amazing Batch and garden

Moth (Singing Fairy)………..…………………………...….....Evie Arnold
Peaseblossom…….....................................................................Keira Dixon
Cobweb………………………………………………...……..Rowan Large
Mustardseed……………………………………...……...……..Eliott Large
Fern………………………………………………....…...….....Joseph Bates
Wood-rush…………………………………….……...…..…..Samuel Bates
Daisy…….………………………………………...……..…...Hope Duncan
Bluebell………………………………………….……….…..…..Daisy Ball
Mellow Sweet……………………………………..……….Beatrice Rasdall
Clover…………………………………………....………..Isabella Chandler

Hog Roasts for events and parties
Farm to fork pork, sausage and bacon sales fresh from the farm
Christmas Turkeys
Vanessa Hartley
vanessa.hartley@hotmail.com
07765 222 530

